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“The great problem facing 
Massachusetts’ public libraries 


is not a lack of facilities but | appropriate the money directly 


an inequality in service due to 


finances,” Richard J. Sullivan, | 


chairman of the State Board of 
Library Commissioners, 
a recent interview. 

An attempt to adjust these 
inequalities was made last year 
with the passage of the state 
library-aid bill, he pointed out. 

Today, almost a year: later, 
. Mr. Sullivan, 


University, said, the provisions 
still lack complete fulfillment, 
and problems have arisen in 
many communities concerning 
the bill. 

The bill is divided into two 
distinct parts: 

1. Direct grant 
which assistance is given to 
every public library meeting 
the requirements of. both the 
bill-and the Board of Library 
Commissioners, 

2. Regional Reference Cen- 
ters — whereby regions “not 
numbering more than five” are 
established in the state with 
a reference center foreach re- 
gion and each center being re- 
imbursed by the state for such 
services. 

Debate Aroused 

The direct grant-in-aid sec- 
tion of the bill has been in 
effect for a year and has 


in - aid—in 


aroused a great deal of debate | 


in many cities and towns, 
The bill states, ‘The board 

of commissioners shall require 

that such public libraries: 


1. Open to all state resi- 
dents. 
2. Make no charge for nor- 


mal library services. 

3. Be kept open a minimum 
number of hours a we 

4. Employ a trained library 
worker. 

5.. Expend a 
portion of the library’s 
budget for books and _ peri- 
odicals. 

6. Lend books to other. li- 
braries in the state and extend 
privileges to cardholders 
other public libraries on a _re- 
ciprocal basis.” 

Money Provided 


Librariés meeting these re- 
quirements receive aid from 


sek. 


said in | 


reasonable | 
total | 


of | 


| our 


ithe establishment 


| 
i 


who also is di | Pull 


rector of Libraries at Suffolk} *-"*,." j 
|£o directly 


the state in the form of money 
placed in the general funds of | 
cities and towns. In many 
cases this means a town meet- 


ing must be held in order to} 


to the library. 
This. procedure, required: by 


|the bill, has been under at- | 
tack as public -libraries are 


finding théy often receive the 
state aid much later than-they 
have planned. 
Rep. . Sumner 
Brookline, plans to amend the | 
during the next | 
whereby the money would 
to the library. | 
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es Stressed 
*“T feel there is a great need 
for hae aid in many of 


”” 


ubliec libraries,’ he said. | 
“The present system ties the 
funds up so public libraries 
are not really benefiting by 
the bill.” 

The second part of the bill, 
of regional | 
reference centers, is currently | 
being set up but as of yet is| 
not in operation. 

“This section of the 
instituted to meet the lem 
of heavy reference usage of 
Jocal public libraries by non- 
residents,” Mr. Sullivan pointed 
out. “Under the bill 
libraries as 


bill was 
probler 


eertain | 
regional | 


serving 


urbved 


reference centers would be re- 
imbursed for handling outside 
usage.” 

This procedure: would help 
to eliminate the heavy tax bur- 


den many towns and cities pay 
for* out-of-town usage of their 
libraries, he said, 

To date only one region has 
been ablished, the western, 
with its reference center. lo- 
cated in Springfield. The cen- 
tral region is being planned 
| with its center located in Wor- 


cester. 


The only region under debate 


are the proposed northeastern, 
sol panigale a and metropolitan 
(Boston) regions, Some iba 
ries feel the reference aid 
would be more effectiy r@ if the 
northeast and  southeas re 
gions were combined with ie 
metropolitan reference 
aut n Publ 
ary. > 
Meeting Scheduled 

On Nov. 28, the Board of 
Library Commissioners will 
meet with the trustees of the 

| Boston Public Library to dis- 
cuss this issue. 

The library feels that under 
the proposed setup it would not 
receive the needed aid for out- 
of-town usage. 8 

“T hope this meeting will 
help clear the air concerning 
the bill and help to establish’ 
|harmony in offering better li-j 
| brary s ervice for ‘all of Massa-| 

” Mr. Sullivan con=3 
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ob Nez Library Aid Hoax 


. The 1960 Legislature, hin a seemingly generous 
_ mood, passed a bill granting financial assistance to 
cities and towns for the support of their public librar- 


ies. The assistance was to be on the basis of up to_ 


25 cents for each resident. 


But there was a gimmick: the money was to come 


from the Income Tax Fund, a source already ear- 
marked for the cities and towns. 


All the new law actually did was to effect a new 
formula for the distribution of available money. In 
this new distribution, Boston, the city most burdened 

by library costs, came out a substantial loser. 


In 1962, as the Boston Finance Commission has 
pointed out, the state disbursed $1,229,993 in library 


aid, with Boston receiving about $175,000 as its share. 


But had there been no library aid law, this money 
would have been distributed: under a formula based 
on 1945 equalized valuation—a formula that would 
have given Boston $255,000 instead of $175,000! 


An odd sort of ‘aid,’ indeed, which causes the 
state’s capital city to sustain a net loss of $80,000 in 
state-shared income taxes! 


Senate Bill 537, heard yesterday by the commit- 
tee on state administration, would rectify this aa 
tice—and improve the Legislature’s tarnished imag 
by providing that library aid henceforth be Ne eI 
ated directly from the General Fund, 


It should be passed and signed into law. 


SHE IS ENGAGED—Miss Jane 
Elizabeth Allen, whose parents, 
od Mre Richard M. Allen 


Longy, distinguished rench 
musician and once principal 
oboist of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. Trained in the tradi- 
tion. of the Paris Conservatory, 
Mr. Longy occupied himself. ex- 
tensively with music education 
in and around Boston. Highest 
standards of musicianship were 
maintained by Mr. Longy, and 
artists of distinction formed his 
faculty. The school holds to these 
principles today. 


Invited to the head table are: 
Richard Wait, president of the 
Board of Trustees, Mme. Pierre 
Monteux; A. Howard Abell; Ed- 
win. L. Beckwith; Peter C. 
Brooks; Mrs. Gardner Cox; 
Horace Frost; Guy Norris; 
Loomis Patrick; Anthony Pick- 
man; Robert S. Sylvester; John 
Carter Vincent; Mrs. Melville 
Smith: Mrs. John C. Coolidge; 


-Loealities Would Receive Funds 


urcolo Backs Library Proposal 


State House Roundup 


** Gov. Foster Furcolo is back- 
ing legislation to provide state 
aid to iocal libraries. 4 

Pending before the House 
Committee on Ways and Means 
is legislation to provide a sys- 
tem of state aid. It was filed by 
the Massachusetts Library As- 
sociation. 


Under it the state would give 
to each community of less than 
2,000 population which appropri- 
ates at least $500 for library 
service a grant up to $500 a year. 
To communities of 2,000 or more 
population the grant would be 
up to 25 cents per resident, pro- 


vided the community is appro- 


priating at least $500 a year for 
library service. 

Those communities appropri- 
ating less than $500 would re- 
ceive a grant matching their li- 
yrary appropriations. 

Regional System 

-In addition, the State Board 
of Library Commissioners would 
establish a comprehensive sys- 
tem of regional public libraries, 
not to exceed five in total. No 
more than twa would be estab- 
lished in any one year. 

The state would appropriate 
annually up to 25 cents a resi- 
dent in each regional library 
district as state aid for the dis- 
trict, 

In a special the 
Governor said: 

“In view of the heavy financial 


statement 


burdens on local communities 
and the imperative need to pro- 
vide adequate library services 
for all of the population, I am 
urging the Legislature to enact 
legislation to give financial and 
technical aid to our libraries,” 

* The measure already has been 
given a favorable report by the 
Legislative Committee State Ad- 
ministration. 
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Watehis Budget Library Aid 


This is the second in 
series of articles dealing with 


| 


brary purposes, the proper lo-|not too happy about the intended | 
cal authorities may vote an ap-' earmarking of the income-tax 


the state aid to libraries which | propriation. 
Massachusetts puts into opera- | 
tion this year. Whe FAS 
By C. Nelson Bishop 
Written jor The Christian Science Monitor 
A new entry on the “cherry 
|sheet” will confront municipal 
| finance officials in Massachusetts 
when they set up the 1961 budg- 
ets. It is the fund intended to 
aid free public libraries. 
The so-called cherry sheet, a 
‘large, rosy-tinted 


ties in proportion to their re- 
spective property valuations, the 
$1,000,000 will be distributed on | 
a per-capita basis. Under this | 
population formula, 50 cities and 
towns will receive somewhat less 
than they would have received 
on a straight valuation basis, and 
301 will receive more. 


Boston Situation 
Boston, for example, will re- 


Instead of going to the locali- | 


|/proceeds. They would. prefer 
complete freedom in the use of 
income-tax proceeds. Other town | 
fathers are concerned somewhat | 
about the danger of state control 
over a function which has been 
traditionally under local aus- 
pices. 

This has been noted in wel- 
fare, school, and public works 
agencies. It is now protested 
that the free public library is 
being added to the list. | 

Answering such apprehension | 


| figures, tells all cities and towns 
what each may expect in cash 
i'when it distributes its tax reve- 
Inue. These monies generally are 
‘used in reduction of local tax 
rates. 

Under the new law the State 
Treasurer sets aside for the cur- 


schedule of | 


ceive about $32,000 less by this| was the plea voiced at a recent 
apportionment than it would|discussiog of the library aid 
have received by the straight| question by Milton E, Lord, | 
valuation basis. This “loss” will | speaking in a dual capacity as a 
be more than made up, however, | trustee of a public library in the 
by Boston’s gains under the/small Essex County town of 
regional library program feature | Boxford and the director of the 
of the law, | Boston Public Library. 


lrent state fiscal year “not more 
ithan $1,000,000” from the in- 


| 
/ In 1961, the amount distrib 
come tax proceeds for the li- ;} uted to a city or town will come | 
brary aid program. | to 21 cents per resident, on the | 
Ordinarily this $1,000,000 | Pasis of preliminary intentions | 
would go to the cities and towns |'° 2PP!y now on hand. 
anyway, with no earmarking as| Some municipal officers are 
to use. Now, however, that por- | 
‘tion of the grant-in-aid: funds | 
which come to a municipality | 
jare intended to be spent for | 
‘improvement of library services | 
‘unless its level of library support 
‘more than meets the require- 
ments of the law. In the latter 
‘case, the town fathers have an 
option, but it is expected that} 
ithe funds still will go to the| 
libraries. 
As the law stands, the dis-| 
‘-ribution will not be made until 
Bfter most local budgets have} 
Seen settled and tax rates set. If | 
Fie funds are to be spent for li- | 


5 


He expressed the hope that} 
petty differences and narrow | 
local concepts would be super- | 
seded by the larger view of the | 
public library’s statewide place 
as an educational institution. 


U C OO VY ITC 
over the 7 per cent mark, 


Value ‘Guesslimated’ 
What the long-sought - new 


expressways wOUle eventually | 


do to spur further: economic 
growth can only be guessed— 
but most urban economists guess 
very high. 

Governor Volpe’s assignment 
of ‘top priority” to the Inner 
Belt was spotlighted by two 
other announcements ‘vesterday: 

@ A conference between the 
Governor and United States 
Highway Administrator Rex M. 
Whitton to unfreeze $10,000,000 
in federal funds, held up by cur- 
rent investigations into past op- 
erations of the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Works. 

@ A message to resident 
Kennedy stating that Massa- 
chusetts will have $137,000,000 
in highway and building con- 
struction ‘under contract” by 
June 30, plus an_ additional 
$140,000,000. for the 12 months 
following that. 


Determination Seen 
d Somewhere in all that money 
is the Inner Belt. 

Although Governor Vol pe re- 
treated in his hopes: for a “west- 


known publicly, and it is: “still 
officially secret, 

But the report follows two 
months of intensive spadework 
in which the ll-nation Afro- 
Asian group has striven to end 
rivalries, heal antagonisms, and 
lay the basis for stable. consti- 
tutional government. The group 
was unanimous in its finding 
that there is now, at last, light 
visible at the end of the tunnel. 


Congo Coalition? 


Three key Afro ~Asian coun- 
tries, Ceylon, the United Arab 
Republic, and Liberia, are plan- 
ning to test the possibilities as 
quickly as possible by offering 
the United Nations. Security 
Council a plan for Congo peace 
featuring formation of a broadly 
based coalition regime. 

The resolution would call for 
reconvening of Parliament with 
such a regime in view. It also 
would seek the disarming of 
rival Congolese armies, the oust- 
er of Belgian — indeed, of all 
foreign—military and paramili- 
tary personnel, and a thorough 
investigation of the Lumumba 
| murder. 

If this program could be car- 
ried out, the United Nations 
| would have a monopoly of armed 
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Associated Press Wrirenhors 


Téte a Téte at UN 


find it much more difficult no 
to justify a veto of steps de- 
signed to strengthen the 
hand, a 
Nevertheless, there is, it is 
recognized, a very long way to 
go and many very severe ob- 
stacles to be overcome before 
what now is a glimmer of hopay 


t! 


can become a realized fact: ye) 
Gizenga Role Kat sae 


Mr, Gizenga may find himself 


under great pressure not to deal 
with President Kasavubu; who 
turned Mr. Lumumba over tg 


Moise Tshombe of ‘Katanga. If 
the Soviet Union wishes to 
sabotage an accord, it presum- 
ably would start with Mr; 
Gizenga, who is widely consid 
ered to: be not merely a Marxist 4 
but an outright Communist. | 

Moscow has taken such an ex: 
treme line in recent days that 
observers .cannot’ see how i 
could reverse itself and accep 
a government framed yr My 
Kasavubu, even one: which | i 
cluded Mr, Gizenga, 

Soviet public opinion hal 
heen whipped to intense pea ‘ 
of indignation against what al 


Region 
This is the third in series 
of accounts.on the provisions 
of the new law.in..Massachu- 
| setts establishirg state aid fo: 
free public ltbraries: 9 
- By C. Nelson Bishop | 
Written jor The Chris an Science Monitor 
--Rocket-age. pace'in. technol- 
ogy, politics, and economy, plus 
the soaring cost and rapid’ ob- 
solescence of books that. reflect 
‘the worldwide scene, are putting 
constant pressure on the refer- 
‘ence sections: of public libraries. 
_. Seen as a safety valve for this 
expansive force is a system of 
fregional libraries now'-on the 
jJaunching .pad in Massachusetts. 


It is part of the system of | 


state aid to: frée public libraries 
that was enacted by the Legisla- 
ture late in 1960; Preparations 
for the financing and administra- 
tion of the system are now under 
way. 


Publie. libraries—particularly 
in the smaller communities— 
have not been able to afford the 
cost of supplying books to an- 
swer all the reference and re- 
search demands of local patrons; 
nor has. the existing system of 


interlibrary loans been adequate 


to the needs, . 
State Funds to Help 

Under the regional library sys- 
tem to be established, state funds 
will. help to meet the cost. of 
reference and research materials 
and the cost of salaries of refer- 
ence librarians. 

The two’ purposes of the sys- 
tem are: 

1. To provide supplementary 
library services — space, equip- 
ment, personnel, books, and peri- 
odicals—to communities having 
fewer than 25,000 residents, 

2. To provide reference and 
research library. services to all 
the residents of a region, 

In the first case, the largest 
library or libraries will very 
likely be sending out library ma- 
terials and personnel to the 
smaller cities and towns, 

Under the regional reference 
and research feature, the resi- 
dents of the region will make use 
of the large library or libraries 
on their premises, 

It will also ‘be. possible: for 
them to tap reference and re- 
search resources by means of the 
interlibrary loan service through 
the good offices of their own 
home town library. 

Regions Set Up 

The law specifies that there 
shall: be no more than five such 
regions, and the lines already 
have been tentatively drawn. No 
more than two regions shall be 
organized in a given year, 

The Massachusetts Board of 


in the Commonwealth. In sub- 
sequent years the program will 
be expanded to cover the entire 
state, 

» The idea is not entirely new 
to Massachusetts. For some years 
the state has directly provided 
supplementary library services 
to rural areas, in four regional 
library areas. 

The general rule will be to| 
have the strongest public li-| 
brary of the region serve .as| 
chief library resource and head- | 
quarters. Within each region, | 
an advisory council made up of |} 
the chief librarian of each city | 
or town in the region will give 
guidance and advice to the board |' 
of library commissioners. 

Interlibrary Loans | 

An effort will be to make the} 
| reference resources of the larg- | 
|est public library of the region | 
accessible to all. the residents of | 
the region without charge. Typi- | 
cally this would involve a read- | 
er’s visit to “the larger library 
or libraries of the region, al-| 
though it would be possible also | 
for the reader to obtain books § 
from the central sources through | 
the interlibrary loan system and 
| of the good offices of his own | 
town library. 

In. addition, an attractive 
|feature of the new framework 
of library service will be the 
freedom of any borrower in 
good standing in his own home- 
town library participating in the 
program to use his library card 
in all’ other participating li- 
braries in each region. 

All services, for which there 
is normally no charge to resi- 
dents of the community, will 
|then be free to borrowers from 
|}other communities within the re- 
gion, 
| To enable 


its borrowers. to 


Library Commissioners contem- | have all the benefits of this pro- | 
plates using the $768,000 ‘appro- | grant in aid offered by the 
priated for the fiscal year in!grant in aid offffered by the) 
1961 for the purpose of estab-|state and also participate in the| 
lishing two regional programs' regional plan. | 


f New Intent 
er von Brentano 


gency Force in the Middle East 
has been strictly forbidden to 
fire except in clear cases “of 
self-defense. 

Thus a resolution introduced 
in the 11-nation Security Coun- 
cil Feb. 17 by Ceylon, the United 
Arab Republic, and _ Liberia 
breaks new legal and constitu- 
tional ground when it urges “all 
man states from money derived appropriate measures to prevent 
from the sale of Volkswagen | the occurrence of civil war in 
ee Rony Jae te a ould the Congo, including arrange- 
not be the source in another | ments for cease-fires, the halting 
year. Where the German funds/of all military operations, the 
for continuing a program to as~| prevention of clashes, and the 


sist underdeveloped _ nations | use of force, if necessary, in the 
would come from was not a | last resort.” 


matter that was discussed here,| Neither the Soviet Union nor 
officials stated. {some Western powers welcomed 
r WN 43 ath i this proposal with any enthusi- 

NATO Still Issue |asm. Each appears ready, if not 
The difference between the actually eager, for a test of mili- 
program asked of the Germans | tary strength among the Congo 


| ; : 

z : AP Teac é a ars to believe 
under the Eisenhower adminis- factions. Bach’ appe i 
tration—when Secretary of the 


its side can win. 
Secretary-General Dag Ham- 
Treasury Robert B. Anderson 
_ went to Germany—and that of 


marskjold has expressed doub 
the Kennedy administration, is 


¢ 


tween parties to the civil wa 


The United Nations kLmer-= 


about the legality and practi 
icality of injecting the UN be 
that the Anderson program was 
based largely on Germany ac- 


cepting a greater share of the} 


cost of -NATO troops in Ger- 
many. 


with orders to shoot to kee 
them apart. 

However, a substantial. num 
jber of Afro-Asian countrie 
istand behind the Ceylonese 


: : .. | U.A.R.-Liberian , proposal,. hav 
This was not at issue at this |.¢ participated fi PRE: j 
P. German-American discussion, |." 5 a 


But it does appear to be an issue jup. India: is one... dnd. Aivo 
t ‘ S 2 SY S . : ‘ 

: : : 5 Asian influence is very substan 
- Which will ‘be brought to the | 


: ‘tial in present circumstances. 
fore again before too long. | aii 


United States officials feel that Opposed by Sovicts 
the question of whether the | Thebes as bauen eon Gee 


United States will reduce its | ‘ 
military commitment to NATO three-power peace plan for th 
is a dead one. - |Congo. It also proposes: 

| @ That the Congo Parliamen 
| be convened, under UN protec 
ition, to seek “genuine concilia 
‘tion? among. rival politica 
‘leaders. 

| @ That “Congolese armet 
| units and personnel should Fk 
| reorganized and brought unde 
idiscipline and control,” remov 


: ‘Round Deal’ 


will fail for lack of seven vot 
both East and West abstai 
ing. i , 
Seven of the 11 members of 
the Security Council must vote 
“yes” if a proposal is to be 
adopted. eee: 
Views Clash ah 
Some Western countries — 
Britain, France, and Belgium} 
among them—are said to feel 
that such an outcome would not 
be a disaster, inasmuch as the 
West has military advantages i 
the Congo which they believe 
would enable Maj. Gen. Josep 


‘Mobutu to crush the Lumum 


bist leader, Antoine Gizenga, 
They believe it would be 
feasible to bar unilateral inter 
vention, by force if necessary, 
Others, however, feel this ig 
a recipe for world war, giverg 
Chinese Communist pressure o 
Moscow. Mr. Hammarskjold re 
peatedly has warned of world 
war. Whether for this reason, o 
for other motives of high policy 


bare 


— Libra: ries ‘Consider’ 
State Aid Impact 


By Ci Nelson Bishop 


Written jor The Christian Science Monitor 


As Massachusetts. cities and 
‘| towns. prepare their annual 
| budgets they are confronted by 
a new fiscal highlight in the fi- 
nancial state aid offered to free 

||} public libraries. 

Because of some novel fea- 
tures of the Library Act, par- 
ticularly those relating to the 
regional library systems, there 
is nationwide interest in it. 

Back in 1890, Massachusetts 
was the first to establish a libra- 
ry extension agency and thus 
started a movement that. prac- 
tically all other states have 
followed. 

Today, although Massachu- 
setts comes tardily into ° the 
broader field of state aid—being 
the 26th state—it comes with a 
leap. It is about second in 
amounts appropriated, being 
topped only by New York State. 


Per Capita Grants 


Essentially, the act has two 
distinct features: A direct grant 
in aid on a per capita basis— 
25 cents (maximum) to all pub- 
lic libraries of the Common- 
wealth; and establishment of 
not more than five regional li- 
brary systems. 


The grant in aid is to be fi- 
nanced by straight. distribution 
from proceeds of the state °in- 
;come tax, The regional library 
| system feature is to be financed 


by general revenue of the com- } 


; monwealth. 
While ‘the formula under the 


distribution of income tax re-|™akes 
it is| home rule because it lays down 
the standards by which a library six conditions with which com-| 


ceipts draws some study, 


ualifies for aid and the inter- 
station of them that is under 


Bote are has set up 
legislation that is’ getting 
nationwide attention by finan- 
cial and public education 
authorities. State aid to libra- 
ries was signed into law by 
Governor Furcolo last Novem- 
ber and interpretation of 
eligibility standards, now 
being explained to library ad- 
ministrators throughout the 
state, is discussed in this first 
article in @ series. 
Bi | 


munities due the earmarked 
funds. 
Few, if any, libraries could 


remain long out of bounds under 


the interpretations set by the} 


State Board of Library Commis- 
sioners, The program is calling 
librarians and library. trustees 
all over the state to weigh, the 
status of library service in their 
own communities and to look 
for improvement in basic stand- 
ards. 

Officials are being faced first 
with the notice that. those funds 
which are’to come to municipali- 
ties under the grant-in-aid fea- 
ture of the act are not intended 
as a bit of surplus cash to help 
reduce the local tax. rate. In 
general, the sum is supposed to 
be in addition to the funds al- 
ready being spent for public li- 
braries services. 

Code Stanflards Defended 


Many hail the financial boost, 


| but others contend that it simply 


further inroads upon 


munities must 


comply before 
being eligible for 


aid, 


gnination by officials in com- Defenders of the standards 


/ amount of 
bisese for books and _ periodi- | 


|ture shall 


| 


| basis” 


code maintain that interpreta- 
tion has been liberally drawn 
to meet existing conditions and 
few communities will be called 
upon to step up their present 
library practices. | 

Professional library workers 
regard the code and its inter- | 
pretation. as a necessary basis 
for further improvements in| 
standards. Under the new law 
the interpretation of the stand- 
ards is the responsibility of the 
State Board of Library Commis- 
sionerg which has the pwer to 
make interpretations of the 
standards set by the law in ac- 
cordance with charging condi- 
tions, 


The law sets up the following 
basic minimum*standards which 
must be met to qualify for state 
aid: 

“Be open to all residents of the 
Commonwealth; make no charge 
for normal library services; be 
kept open a minimum number 
of hours a week; employ a 
trained library worker: expend 
a reasonable portion of the li- 
brary’s budget for books and 
periodicals; lend books to other | 
libraries in the Commonwealth, | | 
and extend privileges to holders | 
of cards issued by other public | 
libraries in the Commonwealth | 
on a reciprocal basis, 

According to the ruling of the 
commissioners: 

1. “Be open to all residents of 
the Commonwealth” means all 
|residents of the state shall have | 
|access to the reading and refer- 
/ence rooms under the same con- 
ditions as residents of the com- 
munity. | 


2. “Make no charge for nor- | 
mal library services’ means the 
withdrawal of books in the rez | 
| ular circulating. collection. that | 
are available without charge to| 
residents of the community shall 
i be available to residents of other 
communities which receive state 


taid and participate in a regional | 


library system. | 


3. “Be kept open a-minimum | 
number of hours a week’? means 
the minimum hours that library 
service is available to the com- 
munity in compliance with a 
schedule set-up by the commis- 
sion, 


4. “Employ a trained library | 
worker” means the meeting of 
classified standards according to | 
the population schedule, 


Foi OR DONG ho aus reasonable | 
the library’s total | 
cals’ means that such expendi- | 
range from 20 per J 
cent in the smallest communities 
down to 8 per cent in communi- | 
ties of 100,000 and up. 


6. “Lend books to other li- 
braries ... extend privileges to 
holders of cards issued by other 
| libraries ‘ on a reciprocal 
is interpreted to mean a 
\broadening of the established 
system of interlibrary loan. 


A subsequent account will 
deal with financial aspects that 
will.be faced by municipal 
budget. framers. in. the early 
months of 1961. 
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Collins 
Says Suit 
Won't Stop 
Logue 


By Michael Liuzzi 
Stay Writer of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

“You have to expect harass- | 
{ments when you’re in political | 
| life,’ said the man: behind the} 
| big desk in City Hall last night. 
| .In an effort to keep Boston’s 
inew development program moy- 
ing, Mayor John F. Collins ad- 
vised his urban renewal officials 
| to “forget about the legal suit.” 

“The battle was won on Jan. 
25,” he. said. 

He was referring to the 3-2 
votes in the Boston Redevelop- 
ment Authority which gave Ed- 
ward J. Logue full adr stra- | 
tive power over the cit re-! 
i|newal program. 

“Mr, Logue still has that} 
power, and should go ahead an&g 


fact on that basis,” the Mayor | misnelated Pre hoto 


; advised. 


Tatoo Sieben World Trio in Grim Mood: 


| “This legal suit. [brought by | UN Chief Hammarskjold 
Executive Director Kane Simo- 
‘nian to oust Mr. Logue from | 
b\ office] is just superficial non- | 
| sense. | 


i “It’s an internal skirmish that; & fc >» EY 2 wa s OF. 
has been blown up out of pro-, WH q } @ ¢ } ; a 2 es j 6 
/portion, It should have no effect 
/on the program.” 

Meanwhile, attorneys for the 
[leectiieady eonae authority and Mr! 
| Logue entered a “defense” yes- 
| terday before Justice Harold P 
Williams of the State Suprem¢€d 
Court—asking for ‘‘dismissal’’ of 
the suit on several counts: 

1. “Far from being demoted,’ 
Mr. Simonian has been given the 
same title (executive director) 
the same salary raise (up to 
$18,000), and essentially the 
same duties he had before—in 
fact, more work to do because 
ae the expanded program. 

. Mr. Simonian’s — specific 
duties are a “policy” matter 
|“within the discretion of the 
authority.” 


Tenure Law Cited 

| 3. Mr. Logue “is plainly not 
|a proper party” in the suit. He 
|is only carrying out orders of 
{the authority to take over ad- 
ministration of the expande 
program and staff. 

4. Mr, Simonian “has not ex- 
| hausted adminstrative reme- 

es.’ 

The special tenure law o 
|which Mr. Simonian’s suit is 
| based provides for civil service 
| procedures—including “right to 
| f full hearing before the author- 
lity,” and “appeal to the civi 
Is sa ice commission. Pe 


Library Officials Cheer State-Aid Bill 


By a Staff Writer of The Chr istian Science Monitor 


ae ec ae at tie ets 25 cents er capita | 
-|in the first-year, with the - 

seas yer ce Ns financing | eral-fund .allotment— A ole 

of a new state-aid plan for | regional centers, 

public libraries in Massachu- | About $600,000 of the general- 

setts. | fund allotment would go to the 

The compromise report, ex-| Boston Public Library for estab- 
pected to pass the Legislature | lishment of a regional center 
today, represents a “tremen- | there. Another center would be 
dously encouraging develop- established in Springfield for the 
ment” for all public libraries} western part of the state. Later 
of Massachusetts, said a cal pete other centers would be 
= mies areails = ee director, oil a in other regions of 

oston Public Library. 1e state 

The bill would make possible Plans call for growth of the 
a saad ae of library | hbrary hit plan to $2,650,000 a 
resources, he sald. year at the end of four years, 

The conference - committee | my a 
compromise cleared up an im-| 
passe that had developed when | 
the Senate wanted the $1,768,- | 
000 in aid to come from income | 
taxes and the House voted to} 
have it come from the general | 
fund, 

Under the compromise, $1,- 
000,000 would come from in-| 
come-tax receipts and $768,000 | 
from the general fund, The | 
$1,000,000 would be distributed | 


tures. 


Zone-Fare Setup Urged 

As immediate measures, the 
advisory board, in its meeting 
at Mayor Collins’s office, urged 
the MTA trustees to eliminate 
free transfers and’ to adopt a 
zone-fare system, 

The board also worked up a 
four-point program to be sub- 


By a aff Photographer 


MTA Chief McLernon 


Explains salary scale 


Moscow Ad 


By Joseph C. Harsch 


rorrespondent of The Christian Seiei 


a. 


igt 


made two concessions on doc 
trinal points to Peking: 

1, He now concedes, to the 
Chinese that ‘‘the danger of 
a new war will exist” so long 
as capitalist states exist. 

2. He concedes to the Chi- 
nese that ‘‘mankind. will not 


: 
d 
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Bay State Girds 
To Aid Libra 


bo @ 


rtes 


By the New England Political Editor of The Christian Science Monitor 


Massachusetts is on the thresh- 
old of a new system of state aid 
to libraries. 

Both branches of the Legisla- 
ture have accepted a compromise 
regarding financing of the pro- 
gram. Only formal enactment is 
required before the bill goes to 
Gov, Foster Furcolo for signa- 
ture, 

Passage of the measure cli- 
maxes a long effort by the Mas- 
‘sachusetts Library Association to 
gain ‘state aid. Actually it de- 
veloped out of a drive to require 
cities and towns whose residents 
use Boston library facilities to 
contribute to support of the Bos- 
ton Public Library. 

Under the compromise financ- 
ing plan drafted by a House- 
Senate conference committee, 
$1,000,000 will come. from the 
state income-tax revenues prior 


enues so that a substantial por- 
tion of the money would be de- 
rived from revenues already 
ticketed for distribution to cities 
and towns anyway, 

The compromise plan is far 
more acceptable to local libraries 
seeking state assistance because 
at least a sizable portion: of the 
State aid now will come from 
actual state funds. 

29 Cents Per Resident 

Under the new program, the @ 
$1,000,000 taken from the in- 
|come tax revenues will be dis- 
| tributed on the basis of 25 cents 


| per resident of each city or town 
| with a population of 2,000 or 
;more, provided the community 
| appropriated in the preceding 
| year at least $500 for free public 
library service. 


to distribution of the proceeds} Communities of less. than] 
to the state and the cities and| 2,000 residents. will receive an | 
towns, Another $768,000 will] annual state grant matching the | 
come from the state’s general} amount appropriated by the city 
fund to support the system of|or town for free public library | 
regional libraries being set up to| service, but not more:than $500. 
serve specific areas. In the first’ year of operation 
Original Legislation $768,000 will be distributed from 


/ S ¥ oO R F ; e | 
ety the lecisiation flled|oi4 Go secisccl dibecs 
by the association stipulated rai Under the legislation the State 
all the aah oe ee ae Board of Library Commissioners | 
state-aid ag am Lane ween |is empowered to set up not more | 
Paades from the states 8 ; eat five cea libraries. | 

. 3 He |These regional libraries will | 

from the state income tax rev- equipment, personnel, books, | 

ay periodicals, and other library 

materials to communities having | 
fewer than 25,000 residents. 


Research Service 


Regional-reference and 
search-library service is 


tion. 

The Board of Library Com- | 
missioners is required to certify | 
that libraries aided are open to} 
all residents of Massachusetts, | 
make no charge for normal li- | 
brary services, are kept open a | 
minimum number of hours a| 
week, employ a trained library | 
worker, and expend a reason- | 
able portion of the library’s total | 
budget for books and periodicals. | 


VALI ——ClaVEe ale C CA LUTE 
of the 1960 presidential cam- 
paign. Some think they will de- 
cide the election. 
Some people feel they have 
been so dramatic that no presi- 
| dential campaign. henceforth 
will be complete without them. 
But most newsmen suspect 
that there won’t be any more 
meetings of this kind for an- 
hee eight years anyway, if 
ever, 
| Negotiations Break 
Republicans broke off negotia- 
| tions for the fifth debate, Sena- 
‘tor John F. Kennedy telegraphed 
| Vice-President Richard M. Nix- 
ion, “I am ready to meet for the 
debate at any time in any city.” 
Fred'\C, Scribner, Jr.) Under 
| Secretary of the Treasury in’ 
| charge of Mr. Nixon’s debate 
inegotiations, charged Mr. Ken- 
inedy with “bad faith.” In a 400- 
| word telegram Mr. Scribner said 
\that the fifth debate would occur 
lonly if Mr. Kennedy ‘“apolo- 
|gized.” He charged that Mr. 
Kennedy’s staff had prematurely 
released “purported details” of 
the negotiations. 

This brought a hot reply from 
|Mr, Kennedy’s press secretary, 
| Pierre Salinger, and the negotia- 
itions collapsed, with each side 
| blaming the other. ~ ; 

Historians will record the un- 
rhter-ground attack craft are | Pprecedented televised encounters 
F’s newest acrobatic team. The |28 the most dramatic events of 
; team are based near Nairobi. | the 1960 campaign. They may or 
imay not blaze the path for the 
| political future. 


j & | . £c1 
ig eg ay ‘Nation ‘Shrunk’ 
Whole ae | On the mechanical side, the 
& i series. of four clashes disclosed 
‘/that the nation has now. been 
shrunk to a point where rival 
i|candidates can appear on the 


| SG oa =! . CG + } CO} 


al District, which covers 
ney, 7K Luis . Obispo, 
, Barbat and Ventura 
Counties, he is facing stiff op- 
dosition in Boyd Finch... Mr.'! 
“inch, anewspaperman, seems to | 
lave a better chance of victory |) 
than any Democrat in years. | 
What dominates the campaign | } 
n these parts, it seems-obvious, 
s ‘the shift to urbanism. Both |; 
publicans and Democrats here 
nention the possibility that at | 
he next redistricting, Ventura 
Pounty would become part of a 
ew district with Los Angeles’ | 
ban Fernando Valley. This could 
nly mean a tremendous 
wrench away from the rural 
ast. The coastal counties would 
‘till have their magnificent scen- | f 
bay > day when they can {ij 


Lib rary Support Debated 


/2-S, LS 
By Edgdr M. Mills 
New England Political Editor of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

A’major drive was launched 
today to revise the financing 
of state aid’ to local libraries 
and assure distribution of $1,- 
300,000 annually in new rev- 
enue to the cities and towns for 
such purposes. 

Although the state aid was 
adopted in 1960, the revenue 
comes from the state-collected 
income tax, Aid advocates in- 
sist it does not represent new 
money but rather revenue 

fi which the cities and towns 
would have received anyway 
under distribution of.the state 
income tax: 

Msgr. Edward G. Murray, 
president of the board of trus- 
tees of the Boston Public Li- 


Revision Urged 


brary and pastor of the 
Sacred Heart (Roman Catho- 
lic) Church, Roslindale, and 
Dr. Milton E. Lord, director of 
the same library, are leading 
the drive for legislation to have 
the aid funds come from the 
state’s general fund, 


Hearing Held 


They appeared before the 
Legislative Committee on State 
Administration today at a pub- 
lic hearing, although with 
many other advocates of a bill 
filed for Mayor John F. Collins 
of Boston by Sen. Oliver 8. 
Ames (R) of Boston. 

Dr. Lord told the committee 
that as a result of tapping the 


|| income tax fund to finance local 


I grants 


library aid, at least 68 com- 
munities, including Boston, ac- 
tually are receiving less money 
under the library aid plan than 
if the aid act were never passed. 

He explained that the aid 
plan, as proposed by librarians 
and accepted in 1960, provided 
for two types of library aid, 
one a direct grant of not more 
than 25 cents per capita to com- 
munities of 2,000 persons or 
more, and the other a group 
of regional library systems. 
The program, as originally pro- 
posed, was to be financed by 
the state’s general fund. 


Revenue Loss Cited 
The House adopted the plan 


/but the Senate insisted on tap= 
| ping the income tax to finance 
ithe direct per capita grants to 


each city and town. Regional 
library assistance is to be fi- 
nanced through the general 
fund. 

Thus, for library purposes, 
aid money from the income 
tax is based on per capita 
grants while normal income 
tax distributions to the cities 
and towns are based largely 
on equalized valuations estab- 
lished in 1945, 

As a result of the operation 
of the new library aid law, 
Boston, Dr. Lord and others 
pointed out, receives only 
$175,000 in direct library 
annually, while it 
would have received $255,000 


on the basis of normal income 
tax distributions. 

Prior to the opening of the 
hearing today, other library aid 
proponents disclosed that while 
Boston had anticipated some 
loss of revenue under the per 
capita setup, it had expected to 
gain substantial more aid 
through operation of the re- 
gional library system. 


However, due to delays at= 
tributed to the State Board of 
Library Commissioners, the 
eastern regional library system, 
of which the Boston Public 
Library is to be the center, has 
not yet been established. A 
plan has been developed by a 
special four-member board, 
including Dr. Lord, .but the 
state board has not yet met to 
approve it. 

Once this system is in operas 
tion, Boston would be in line 
for major. reimbursements 
from surrounding communities 
which use the Boston Publie 
Library services. 


Wide Backing Given 

Howver, the regional library 
system was not at issue at 
today’s hearing. 

Dr. Lord said that if the 
state administration committee 
reports favorably on the legis- 
lation, as hoped, a strong cam= 
paign will be waged through= 
out the state for supporting 
citizen pressures on legislators. 

The pending measure has 
broad backing. The Boston Fi- 
nance Commission sent a mem- 
orandum to the committee urge 
ing adoption of the measure, 

The Fin Com asserted: 

“Boston and other communi-« 
ties are actually penalized and 
not aided by the current basis 
of state aid for municipal li- 
braries. The fact is that such 
municipalities would have re= 
ceived more under the normal 
distribution of the income tax 
fund if the library aid pro- 
gram, as now operating, had 
not been put into operation.” 

Other backers of the legisla< 
tion include Paul Burns, legise 
lative counsel for Mayor Col« 
lins; the Massachusetts Library 
Association, the Massachusetts 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
and others, 
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State Aid 


By Edgar 


Much-needed state aid for 
municipal. libraries is headed | 
for an approving nod from the 
Massachusetts Senate Committee | 


on Ways and Means, but only 
on the basis that the cost would 
rlbe met out of the municipal 
share of state income tax reve-| 
nues. 

Senator John E.-Powers (D)! 
of Boston, president of the Sen- 
ate, disclosed this'plan today. | 

The House-passed bill for state | 
|aid to local libraries: has been 
in the hands of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means since | 
June 1. 

Backed by librarians from all 
over the state, the state aid bill | 
was filed by Representative 
Sumner Z. Kaplan (D) of Brook- 
line for the Massachusetts Li- 
brary Association. 

Cost Objection 

However, Sénator Powers and | 

others have contended the state) 
could not afford the cost. 


As a result, Senator Powers | 
disclosed that the Senate Com-| 
mittee on Ways and Means pro- 
poses to amend the measure to 
have the cost met from the mu- 
nicipal share of the state. in- 
come tax. 

Under such a plan no new ad- 
ditional revenue would ‘go to 
the cities and towns as a whole, 
because the cost of state library 
aid would come. out: of funds 
|already ticketed for municipali- 
ties. 
| However, it would. reshuffle | 
ithe load among the communi- | 
| ties because state aid to libraries 
| would be on a different basis | 
| than that by which the munici- | 
pal share of state income tax 
|revenues is allotted: to the vari- 
| ous cities and towns. 


Device Not New 


| Tapping the municipal -share 
|of state income tax revenues 
| to meet the cost of state aid 
; programs is not new. In fact | 
| the cost of the school: building 
| assistance program under which | 
ithe state helps pay the cost of 
local school construction is met 
directly from the municipal | 
share of the state income tax, 
| Whether or not the Senate 
) will go along with the library 
aid plan, as being rewritten by 
the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means, is undetermined at 
this time. 


That the state would be giving | 


| For City Libra aries 


New England Political Editor of The Christian Sciehce Monitor | 
[GRAAL LLL LLL EID ' 


have been entitled to anyway, 


|gram at all feasible is the fact 


‘state income tax. 


| spite the fact that the municipal 


j|matching funds, equal to local 


ia 25-cent per 


Shaped 


M. Mills : Vio ¢ 


to the cities and towns, in state | 
aid, money which they would 


although in differing proportions 
affecting specific communities, 
probably will be pointed out: by 
library aid advocates who feel 
new state money should be given 
to the cities and towns for this 
purpose. | 

But the device being proposed | 


is a way to proffer state aid| 
without affecting the state 
budget. ik 


Yield Expands 
What makes the proposed pro- | 


that the annual yield of the! 
state income tax has been ex-| 


panding rapidly in the past few | 
years. The increased revenue 
without increased rates is due 
partly to the expanding economy | 
and partly to the new withhold- |f 
ing system, which has -elosed 
loopholes. through which: many | 
taxpayers had been escaping the 


Thus, the cities and towns, as| 
well as the state, are getting in-| 
creased revenues from the state) 
income tax for all purposes, de- | 


share has been tapped for vari- 
ous state aid programs. 
Provisions of. the bill, as pres- | 
ently written, include: 
1. All towns with popula- 
tions under 2,000 would receive 


library appropriations, to | 
but not exceeding $500. 

2... Municipalities of 2,000 or 
more population would be given | 
capita annual | 
grant, provided the community | 
is appropriating at . least $500 | 
for library services. 


Cost Estimated 

3. The State Board of Li-| 
brary Commissioners would es- | 
tablish certain large libraries as | 


“regional centers for references | 
and research.” A maximum of | 
five such centers would be set | 


“up, with a maximum of two 
in any one fiscal year. 

For these “regional centers,” | 
a state grant of up to 25 cents | 
per capita would be paid an- | 
nually for each resident in the | 
regional area for which the re-| 
gional library system is estab- | 
lished. 

Backers of the state aid sys=- | 
item estimated that in the first | 
| year the cost would be $1,850,- | 
000, increasing gradually to $2,- | 
650, 000 in the fourth and suc- 
ceeding years. 


up 


sule and land it in an area satu- 
rated by recovery planes and 
ships. 

Capturing the descending cap- 
sule by plane was the first hope 
of the Air Force, but it was 
more than happy to have the 
Navy do it with the help of a 
helicopter. 

Lt. Gen. Bernard A. Schriev- 
er, chief of the Air Research 
and Development Command, im- 
mediately disclosed that \one 
more capsule recovery — test 
would be made before a round 
trip for a chimpanzee would be 
ordered. 

Recovery, said‘ General 
Schriever, is “still a real tough 
problem,” but “I think our re- 
liability will be 50 per cent 
and it should improve rapid- 
yan 
Spectacular Size 

The communications satellite 
likely will be longer remembered 
by the public because its size— 
as high as a 10-story building— 
makes it visible to earthlings, 

Definitely experimental in na- 
ture, it may. remain inflated only 
a week. NASA has to learn much 
about the conditions encountered 
in space before it is ready to 
talk seriously about timetables 
for communication satellites of 
this type. 

They are inflated after the 
rocket has launched them into 
space and are vulnerable to 
space particles and subject. to 
drift. 

Should they prove to be the 
means by which communication 
will be attempted in the space 
age, it is possible that many of 
them will be sent up at random. 
This would insure that one 
would be available to beam a 
signal off at any time. 

The need for new means of 
worldwide communications has 
been known fér some time. The 
military has set a goal of 1965 
for the perfection of a system 
which will suit its purposes. 


Atlas Soars Again 
By the Associated Breas 

Cape Canaveral, Fla. 
A powerful Atlas missile rum- 
bled 5,000 miles down the Carib- 
bean range Aug, 12 with a group 
of radiation-studv experiments 
packed in a shiny new nose cone, 
The Air Force reported the big 
intercontinental range rocket 
successfully achieved all flight 
test objectives in streaking to a 
preselected target zone off the 
South Atlantic Island of Ascen- 
sion. 
Air and ocean range vessels 
from the missile’ test center be- 
gan a search for the 144-ton 
cone, which was eased to the 
water by a= parachute that 
popped out after the reentry 
body plunged back through the 
earth’s atmosphere from an alti- 

tude of more than 700 miles, 
This rocket success, the sec- 
ond here in a single day, came 


Associated Press Wirephoto 


Discoverer 
Lt. Gen. Bernard A, Schrieve 
Research and Development. Cor 
coverer- Project manager, exami 


This Is Cinerama’ Back; 


he Thrills Still There 


By MARJORY ADAMS 


They haven’t cut an inch. of 
footage from the roller-coaster 
thrills, 


Last night several people in 
ithe audience screamed happily 
in that realistic roller-coaster 
lride which commences “This 
Is Cinerama”, the first (some 
people say the best) of the 
Cinerama series. 

It has been brought back to 
the Boston Theater, where it 
lhad a long and triumphant 
jrun beginning in December, 
11953. And while fewer people 
lwere actually scared half out 
of their seats by the vicarious 
adventures met with in the 
film, the reaction compared 
very favorably with the re- 
sponse back in the 1953 pres- 
entation. 

In those days, Cinerama was 
something new and undreamed 
of. But it remains as much 
a personal experience as gen- 
eral entertainment. Audiences 
still participate in all the scenic 
beauties and musical delights, 
as well as a plane trip over 
the United States, an unob- 
structed view of the water 
skiing feats at Cypress Gar- 
dens, and a_ gondola trip 
through the Grand Canal of 
Venice. 


It’s the cheapest and quick- 
est way to travel that has yet 
been invented. A sort of 1960 
magie carpet, American style. 

It ‘seems to me that there 
have been improvements in 


DP CHECKER 
AND 
WINNER 


the Cinerama projection meth- 
ods’ since “This Is Cinerama’”’ 
made its bow to Boston seven 


years ago. Then I was very 
conscious of the dividing lines 
between the three’ sections of 
the picture on the screen. Dur- 
ing the showing last night I 
almost forgot this slight flaw 
to Cinerama’s other perfections. 


There has been no other 
film p¥ocess which has 
handled sound as superbly as 
Cinerama. Music lovers can 
revel in Handel’s “Messiah,” 
operatic excerpts from “Aida” 
and the Vienna Choir Boys’ 
rendition of “Tales from the 
Vienna Woods.” 


There isn’t a boy in all New 


England who won’t rejoice in| 
by | 


those terrifying sorties 
plane into the treacherous 
eanyons of Utah’s Zion Na- 
tional Park, 

In fact “This Is Cinerama” 
will enchant a new audience 
and revive happy memories in 
those of us who greeted it in 
1953 with wonder and admira- 
tion, 


The number of families own- 
ing two or more cars- has 
grown from about four mil- 


= : 
Yugoslavia has a population 
of 16 million. 


"FASTER ‘COLD RELIEF! © 


7 


Fights colds at any 
stage. Helps relieve 
stuffed-Up nose and re» 


duce fever, 98c 


i) TABLETS, 12's 
| 90's..2.79 
COUGH SYRUP. .1.49 


lion to seven million during 
the past five years, according! 
to AAA. Greatest concentra- 


tion of multi-car households is $ 


found 
suburbs. 


in metropolitan area gp & 


bet we are! Because our own 


©= 1600 officers for the rank of general. 
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Globe Man’s Daily Story 
ee ‘During his six years as Army Chief of 
= Staff, Gen George C. Marshall recommended 
~ When 
World War II enced, he had to demote 800 
-- to their permanent lower rank. 
He approached this task with no little re- 

luctance, 
= “You re still ahead of the game,” 
= aide. “You made 1600 friends.” 
e. “I figure I broke even,’ 
_ made 800 friends and 800 enemies.” 


said an 


1872, ivenitiat ‘edition frst issued Mar, 7. 


’ said Marshall. ie 


1878, hearse edition first issued Oct. 14, 1877. ) 
5 Morrissey Blvd., Boston 7, Mass. 
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and ieee tha 47D 
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HELP OUR HARASSED LIBRARIES 


: The tax-supported municipal public 
~ library of today is an American insti- 
tution and Massachusetts, of course, was 
-- a pioneer. It is not too much of an ex- 
- aggeration to say simply that it is a 
_ Bay State device that is still moving 
. around the world. Abroad, generally 


speaking, privately endowed libraries. 


* served the public before the American 
example won popularity. Today, how- 
. ever, Massachusetts’ library statistics 
~~ will not bear too close comparison with 

‘other leading states, _ 
3 Fourteen of the Bay State’s 361 cities 
' and towns have no library at all. Of 
the 347 that do, only 73:spend as much 
as $3 a year per person for library 
expenses. Almost half the libraries in 
’ the state do not meet the minimal 
* requirements of. the Massachusetts 
- Library Association. An estimated 
* 3 million persons or 63 percent of the 
C population live in areas that contribute 
~ less than $3 per person per year to the 
local library. 
These are embarrassing statistics for 

a state with the financial strength of 
© Massachusetts and some pride in its 
tradition of learning. 

oR 

A bill now in the House Ways and 
Means Committee would go far toward 
-. remedying this. It would give grants- 
“. in-aid to municipalities, linked to the 
* amount of money they spend, thus in- 
* ducing them to upgrade their libraries. 
~ The Massachusetts bill would provide 
- only about a third of $6 million in aid 
- New York State now gives its town 
” libraries. But better, it would set up 
- regions in which the library card from 
~ one community would be good in an- 
~ other, thus giving more people more 
- access to more books, records, films and 
- magazines. 
Local real estate Giga: can no onger 


e ener being made 


education courses, and the proliferation 
of knowledge and publications. Mu- 
nicipal libraries, along with all other 
libraries, face an additional annoyance 
taat may grow to a rocking expense. 
By 1980,-it is estimated, about 40 per- 
cent of the books ‘published between 
1900 and 1949 will have to be removed 
from library shelves because of brittle 
pages. Acidity in the woodpulp is given 
as the cause; but whatever the cause, 
the libraries must cope with the effects. 


. Additional financial aid will help offset 


this burden of deterioration. 
The bill offered by Rep. Sumner 


Kaplan for the Massachusetts Library | . 


Association deserves the support of a | 
thoughtful Legislature. 
ea eat, 

The bill also would help relieve the 
financial pressure on the Boston Public 
Library which has been subject to un- 
warranted attack by, city councilors. 
This unique institution, the only public 
library in the state that qualifies as a 
research library as well as a service 
library, has extraordinary expenses 
associated with its scholarly obligations. 
This is not too well understood by 
some men in public life who should 
understand. 

This week director Milton Lord came 
under criticism for going to Italy last 
year at the request; of Mayor Hynes to 
establish exhibits in the celebrated 
cultural exchange between the city of 
Rome and Boston, one of the happiest 
Italian-American collaborations in dec- 
ades. Such cultural exchanges are a 
necessity occasionally and are expected 
of an institution of such fame as the 
Boston Public Library. 

The central problem should not be 
obscured by such insensitive political 
attacks. The Boston Public Library and 
all the libraries in the state need the pik 
‘now before the Legislature. 


UNCLE ‘DUDLEY 


ty 


Baptist He <2 Library Aid Hoax 


. The 1960 Legislature, fin a seemingly generous 
_™mood, passed a bill granting financial assistance to 
cities and towns for the support of their public librar- 
ies. The assistance was to be on the basis of up to 
29 cents for each resident. 


But there was a gimmick: the money was to come 
from the Income Tax Fund, a source already ear- 
marked for the cities and towns, 


All the new law actually did was to effect a new 

- formula for the distribution of available money. In 

this new distribution, Bosion, the city most burdened 
by library costs, came out a substantial loser. 


In 1962, as the Boston Finance Commission has 


pointed out, the state disbursed $1,229,993 in library. 


aid, with Boston receiving about $175,000 as its share. 


But had there been no library aid law, this money 
would have been distributed: under a formula based 
on 1945 equalized valuation—a formula that would 


' have given Boston $255,000 instead of $175,000! 


An odd sort of “aid,” indeed, which causes the 
state’s capital city to sustain a net loss of $80,000 in 
state-shared income taxes! 


Senate Bill 537, heard yesterday by the commit- 
tee on state administration, would rectify this injus- 
tice—and improve the Legislature’s tarnished image— 
by providing that library aid henceforth be appropri- 
ated directly from the General Fund. 


It should be passed and signed into law. 


This is ‘the egio) in ie 


of accounts on the provisions 
of the new law, in Massachu- 
setts establishiwg state aid for — 
' free public libraries, — 


By C. Nelson Bishop __ 


Written jor The Christian Science Monitor} NOY 
Gate ese eccrine rg aed 


Rocket-age pace in. technol-. 
ogy, politics, and economy, plus 
the soaring cost and rapid’ ob- 
-solescence of books that reflect 
the worldwide scene, are ‘putting 
constant. pressure on the refer- | 
ence sections: of public. libraries. 

_ Seen'as a safety valve for this | 
expansive. force is a system of 
regional libraries now on the 
launching | pad in Massachusetts. 

It is part of the system of 
state aid to frée public libraries 
that was enacted by the Legisla- 


ture late in 1960. Preparations 


for the financing and administra- 
tion of the system are now under 
way. 


Public libraries—particularly 


in the smaller communities— 


have not been able to afford the 
cost of supplying books to an- 
\swer all the reference and re- 
| search demands of local patrons; 
has the existing system of 
interlibrary loans been adequate 
to the needs. . 
State Funds to Help 

Under the regional library sys- 
tem to be established, state funds 
will. help to meet the cost of 
reference and research materials 
-and the cost of salaries of refer- 
ence librarians. 

The two purposes of the sys- 
tem are: 

1. To provide supplementary | & 
library services — space, equip- 
ment, personnel, books, and peri- 
odicals—to communities having 
fewer than 25,000 residents, 

2; ‘Fo provide reference and 
research library services¢to all 
the residents of a region. ‘ 

In the first case, the largest 
library or libraries will very 
likely be sending out library ma- 
terials and personnel to the 
smaller cities and towns, 


Under the regional reference 
and research feature, the resi- 
dents of the region will make use 
of the large library or libraries 
on their premises, « 

It will also be possible for 
them to tap reference and re- 
search resources by means of the 


interlibrary loan service through. 


the good offices of their own 
home town library, 
Regions Set Up 

The law specifies that there 
shali be no more than five such 
regions, and the lines already 
have been tentatively drawn. No 
more than two regions shal] be 
organized in a given year, 

The Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners contem- 
plates using the $768,000 appro- 
priated for the fiscal year in 
1961 for the purpose of estab- 
lishing two regional programs 


jal Libraries Planned 


in the Commonwealth. In sub- 
sequent years the program wil 
be expanded to cover the entir« 
state. 

- The idea is not entirely nev 
to Massachusetts. For some year; 
the state has directly providec 
supplementary library service: 
to rural.areas, in four regiona 
library areas. 

The general rule will be t 
have the strongest public li. 
brary of the region serve a: 
chief library resource and head- 
quarters. Within each region 
an advisory council made up o 
the chief librarian of each cit; 
or town in the region will giv: 

guidance and advice to the boarc 
of library commissioners. 
Interlibrary Loans 

An effort will be to make thi 
reference resources of the larg: 
est public library of the regior 
accessible to all the residents o 
the region without charge. Typi: 
cally this would involve a read: 
er’s visit to -the larger librar: 
or libraries of the region, al 
though it would be possible als: 
for the reader to obtain book 
from the central sources throug] 
the interlibrary loan system ani 
of the good offices of his ow 
town library. rare 

In addition, an  attractiv: 
feature of the new framewor!} 
of library service will be th: 
freedom of any borrower it 
good standing in his own home. 
town library participating in th: 
program to use his library cari 
in all other participating li. 
braries in each region. 

All services, for which ther 
is normally no charge to resi 
dents of the community, wil 
then be free to borrowers fron 
other communities within the re 
gion, 

To enable its borrowers t 
have all the benefits of this pro 
grant in aid offered by thi 
grant in aid offffered by th 


‘state and also participate in thi 


regional plan. 


Towns Budget Library Aia 


This is the second in a 
series of articles dealing with 
the state aid to libraries which 


Massachusetts puts into opera- 
tion this year. Uh 


By C. Nelson Bishop 
Written for The Christian Science Monitor 
A new entry on thé Yr 
sheet” will confront municipal 
finance officials in Massachusetts 
when they set up the 1961 budg- 
ets. It is the fund intended to 

aid free public libraries. 

The so-called cherry’'sheet, a 
large, rosy-tinted schedule of 
| figures, tells all cities and towns 
jwhat each may expect in cash 
when it distributes its tax reve- 
nue. These monies generally are 
|used in reduction of local tax 
| rates. 
| Under the new law the State 
| Treasurer sets aside for the cur- 
jrent state fiscal year ‘‘not more 
j}than $1,000,000” from the in- 
jcome tax proceeds for the li- 
| brary aid program. 
Ordinarily this $1,000,000 
‘would go to the cities and towns 
anyway, with no earmarking as 
to use. Now, however, that por- 
tion of the grant-in-aid funds 
which come to a municipality 
are intended to be spent for 
improvement of library services 
unless its level of library support 
imore than meets the require- 
ments of the law. In the latter 
case, the town fathers have an 
<option, but it is expected that 
‘the funds still will go to the 
libraries. . 

- As the law stands, the dis- 
ribution will not be made until 
Sfter most local budgets have 
Seen settled and tax rates set. If 


ae funds are to be spent for li- 


apportionment than 


brary purposes, the proper lo- 


cal authorities may vote an ap- 


propriation. 

Instead of going to the locali- 
ties in proportion to their re- 
spective property valuations, the 
$1,000,000 will be distributed on 
a per-capita basis. Under this 
population formula, 50 cities and 
towns will receive somewhat less 
than they would have received 
on a Straight valuation basis, and 
301 will receive more. 


Boston Situation 


Boston, for example, will re- 
ceive about $32,000 less by this 
it would 
have received by the straight 
valuation basis. This “loss” will 
be more than made up, however, 
by Boston’s gains under the 
regional library program feature 
of the law, 


In 1961, the amount distrib- 
uted to a city or town will come 
to 21 cents per resident, on the 
basis of preliminary intentions 
to apply now on hand. 

Some municipal officers are 


not too happy about the intende 
earmarking of the income-te 
proceeds. They would pref 
complete freedom in the use « 
income-tax proceeds. Other tow 
fathers are concerned somewh; 
about the danger of state contri 
over a function which has bee 
traditionally under local au: 
pices. 

This has been noted in we! 
fare, school, and public work 
agencies. It is now proteste 
that the free public library : 
being added to the list. 

Answering such apprehensio 
was the plea voiced at a recer 
discussion of the library ai 
question by Milton E. Lorc 
speaking in a dual capacity as 
trustee of a public library in th 
small Essex County town c 
Boxford and the director of th 
Boston Public Library. 

He expressed the hope tha 
petty differences and narro\ 
local concepts would be super 
seded by the larger view of th 
public library’s statewide plac 


'as an educational institution. 
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Libraries Consider 
nj:State Aid Impact 


By vile Nelson Bishop 
| Written jor The Christian Science Monitor 


As Massachusetts cities and 
towns. prepare their annual 


budgets they are confronted by 
a new fiscal highlight in the fi- 
nancial state aid offered to free 
public libraries. 

Because of some novel fea- 
tures of the Library Act, par- 
ticularly those relating to the 
regional library systems, there 
is nationwide interest in it. 

Back in 1890, Massachusetts 
was the first to establish a libra- 
ry extension agency and thus 
started a movement that prac- 
tically all other states have 
followed. 

Today, although Maseactars 
setts comes tardily into the 
broader field of state aid—being 
the 26th state—it. comes with a 
leap. It is about second in 
amounts appropriated, being 
topped only by New York State. 


Per Capita Grants 


Essentially, the act has two 
distinct features: A direct grant 
in aid on a per capita basis— 
25 cents (maximum) to all pub- 
lic libraries of the Common- 
wealth; and establishment of 
not more than five regional li- 
brary systems. 


The grant in aid is to be fi- 
nanced by straight distribution 
| from proceeds of the state ‘in- 
‘come tax. The regional library 
system feature is to be financed 


by general revenue of the com- | 


-monwealth. 


| While the formula under the 
| distribution of income tax re- 
iceipts draws some study, it is 
‘the standards by which a library 

jalifies for aid and the inter- 


ination by officials in com- 


ib reaseh isch has set up 
legislation that is getting 
nationwide attention by finan-. 
cial and public education 
authorities. State aid to libra- 
ries was signed into law by 
Governor Furcolo last Novem- 
ber and interpretation of 
eligibility standards, now 
being explained to library ad- 
ministrators throughout the 
state, is discussed in this first 
article in a series. 


Po i 
munities due the earmarked 
funds. 


Few, if any, libraries could 
remain long out of bounds under 
the interpretations set. by the 
State Board of Library Commis- 
sioners. The program is calling 
librarians and library | trustees 
all. over the state to weigh. the 
status of library service in their 
own communities and to ‘look 
for improvement in basic stand- 
ards. 

Officials are being faced first 
with the notice that those funds 
which are'to come to municipali- 
ties under the grant-in-aid fea- 
ture of the act are not intended 
as a bit of surplus cash to help 
reduce the local tax. rate. In 
general, the sum is supposed to 
be in addition to the funds al- 
ready being spent for public li- 
braries pele e 

Code Stanflards Defended 

Many hail the financial boost, 
but others contend that it simply 
makes further inroads upon 


home rule because it lays down 
six conditions with which com- 
munities must comply before 
being eligible for aid. : 
Defenders of. the standards 


code maintain that interpreti 
tion has been liberally drav 
to meet existing conditions a1 
few communities will be call 
upon to step up their prese: 
library practices. 

Professional library worke 
regard the code and its inte 
pretation as a necessary bas 
for further improvements 
standards. Under the new la 
the interpretation of the stan 
ards is the responsibility of tl 
State Board of Library Commi 
sioners which has the pbwer 
make interpretations of t 
standards set by the law in a 
cordance with charging cond 
tions, — 


The law sets up the followir 
basic minimum‘ standards whi 
must be met to qualify for sta 
aid: 


“Be open to all residents of tl 
Commonwealth; make no char; 
for normal library services; | 
kept open a minimum numb 
of hours a week; employ 
trained library worker; exper 
a reasonable portion of the ] 
brary’s budget for books ar 
periodicals; lend books to oth 
libraries in the Commonwealt 
and extend privileges to holde 
of cards issued by other pub] 
libraries in the Commonweal 
on a reciprocal basis, 

According to the ruling of tl 
commissioners: 

1. “Be open to all residents 
the Commonwealth” means ¢ 
residents of the state shall ha) 
access to the reading and refe 
ence rooms under the same co! 
ditions as residents of the con 
munity. 

2. “Make no charge for no 
mal library services” means t] 
withdrawal of books in the re; 
ular circulating collection th 
are available. without charge 
residents of the community shez 
be available to residents of oth: 
communities which receive sta 
aid and participate in a region 
library system.. 


3. “Be kept open a-minimu 
number of hours a week” mea) 
the minimum hours that librai 
service is available to the con 
munity in compliance with: 
schedule set-up by the commi; 
sion. 


4. “Employ a trained libra 
worker” means the meeting | 
classified standards according © 


\the population schedule. 


5. “Expend a--~ reasonab 
amount of the library’s tot 
budget for books and period 
cals” means that such expend 
ture shall range from 20 p: 
cent in the smallest communiti 
down to 8 per cent in commun 
ties of 100,000 and up. 


6. “Lend books to other 1] 
braries ... extend privileges 
holders of cards issued by oth: 
libraries . « . on a reciproc 
basis” is interpreted to mean 
broadening of the establishe 
system of interlibrary loan, 


-A subsequent account wil 
deal with financial aspects tha 
will be faced by municipa 
budget framers.in: the ear 
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| To Aid Librdries 


By the New England Political Editor of The Christian Science Monitor 


Massachusetts is on the thresh- 


_|old of a new system of state aid 


to libraries. : 
Both branches of the Legisla- 


‘| ture have accepted a compromise 


regarding financing of the pro- 
gram. Only formal enactment is 


|required before the bill goes to 


ee = 


Gov. Foster Furcolo for signa- 
ture. é 

Passage of the measure cli- 
maxes a long effort by the Mas- 
sachusetts Library Association to 
gain state aid. Actually it de- 
veloped out of a drive to require 
cities and towns whose residents 
use Boston library facilities to 
contribute to support of the Bos- 
ton Public Library. | 

Under the compromise financ- 
ing plan drafted by a ,House- 
Senate conference committee, 
$1,000,000 will come from the 
state income-tax revenues prior 
to distribution of the proceeds 
to the state and the cities and 
towns. Another $768,000 will 
come from the state’s general 
fund to support the system of 
regional libraries being set up to 
serve specific areas. 

Original Legislation 

Originally the legislation filed 
by the association stipulated that 
all the revenue to finance the 
state-aid program would have to 
come from the state’s general 
fund. 

The Senate adopted a plan to 
require that the funds be taken 


from the state income tax rev- 


enues so that a substantial po 
tion of the money would be d 
rived from revenues alreai 
ticketed for distribution to citi 
and towns anyway. 

The compromise plan is f 
more acceptable to local librari 
seeking state assistance becau 


at least a sizable portion of tl 


state aid now will come fro 
actual state funds. 
25 Cents Per Resident 

Under the new program, t) 
$1,000,000 taken from the i 
come tax revenues will be di 
tributed on the basis of 25 cen 
per resident of each city or tov 
with a population of 2,000 
more, provided the communi 
appropriated in the precedi) 
year at least $500 for free pub) 
library service. 

Communities of less thi 
2,000 residents will receive. : 
annual state grant matching ti 
amount appropriated by the ci 
or town for free public libra 
service, but not more than $50( 

In the first year of operati: 
$768,000 will be distributed fro 
the state’s general fund for sta 
aid to regional libraries. 

Under the legislation the Sta 
Board of Library Commissione 
is empowered to set up not mo 
than five regional libraric 
These regional libraries w 
provide within an area servic« 
equipment, personnel, bool 
periodicals, and other libra 
materials to communities havi 
fewer than 25,000 residents. 

Research Service . 


Regional-reference and r 
search-library service is al 
provided for under the legisl 
tion. 

The Board of Library Cor 
missioners is required to certi 
that libraries aided are open 
all residents of Massachuset 
make no charge for normal - 
brary services, are kept open 
minimum number of hours 
week, employ a trained libra 
worker, and expend a reaso 
able portion of the library’s tot 
budget for books and periodica 
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New England Political Editor of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

A‘major drive was launched 
today to revise the financing 
of state aid to local libraries 
|} and assure distribution of $1,- 
300,000 annually in new rev-= 
| enue to the cities and towns for 
such purposes. 

Although the state aid was 
adopted in 1960, the revenue 
comes from the state-collected 
jincome tax, Aid advocates in- 
sist it does not represent new 
money but rather revenue 
which the cities and towns 
would have received anyway 
under distribution of. the state 
income tax: 

Msgr. Edward G. Murray, 
president of the board of trus- 
tees of the Boston Public Li- 


Revision Urged 


brary and pastor of the 
Sacred Heart (Roman Catho- 
lic) Church, Roslindale, and 
Dr. Milton E. Lord, director of 
the same library, are leading 
the drive for legislation to have 
the aid funds come from the 
state’s general fund. 


Hearing Held 


They appeared before the 
Legislative Committee on State 
Administration today at a pub- 
lic hearing, although with 
many other advocates of a bill 
filed for Mayor John F. Collins 
of Boston by Sen. Oliver S. 
Ames (R) of Boston. 

Dr. Lord told the committee 
that as a result of tapping the 
income tax fund to finance local 
library aid, at least 68 com-* 
munities, including Boston, ac- 
tually are receiving less money 
under the library aid plan than 
if the aid act were never passed. 

He explained that the aid 
plan, as proposed by librarians 
and accepted in 1960, provided 
for two types of library aid, 
one a direct grant of not more 
than 25 cents per capita to com- 
munities of 2,000 persons or 
more, and the other a group 
of regional library systems. 
The program, as originally pro- 
posed, was to be financed by 
the state’s general fund. 


Revenue Loss Cited 


The House adopted the plan 
but the Senate insisted on tap- 
ping the income tax to finance 
the direct per capita grants to 
each city and town. Regional 
library assistance is to be fi- 
‘hanced through the general 
fund. 
| Thus, for library purposes, 
aid money from the income 
tax is based on per capita 
grants while normal income 
‘tax distributions to the cities 
and towns are based largely 
on equalized valuations estab- 
lished in 1945, 

As a result of the operation 
of the new library aid law, 
Boston, Dr. Lord and others 


pointed out, receives only 
$175,000 in direct library 
grants annually, while it 


would have received $255,000 


on the basis of normal income 
tax distributions. 

Prior to the opening of the 
hearing today, other library aid 
proponents disclosed that while 
Boston had anticipated some 
loss of revenue under the per 
capita setup, it had expected to 
gain substantial more aid 
through operation of the ree 
gional library system. 


However, due to delays at~ 
tributed to the State Board of 
Library Commissioners, the 
eastern regional library system, 
of which the Boston Public 
Library is to be the center, has 
hot yet been established. A 
plan has been developed by a 
special four-member board, 
including Dr. Lord, but the 
state board has not yet met to 
approve it. 

Once this system is in operae. 
tion, Boston would be in line 
for major reimbursements 
from surrounding communities 
which use the Boston Public 
Library services. 


Wide Backing Given 


Howver, the regional library 
system was not at issue at 
today’s hearing. 


Dr. Lord said that if the 
state administration committee 
reports favorably on the legis~ 
lation, as hoped, a strong cam- 
paign will be waged through- 
out the state for supporting 
citizen pressures on legislators. 

The pending measure has 
broad backing. The Boston Fie 
nance Commission sent a mems= 
orandum to the committee urg< 
ing adoption of the measure. 

The Fin Com asserted: 

“Boston and other communi{< 
ties are actually penalized and 
not aided by the current basis 
of state aid for municipal li< 
braries. The fact is that such 
municipalities would have re< 
ceived more under the normal 
distribution of the income tax 
fund if the library aid pro- 
gram, as now operating, had 
not been put into operation.” 

Other backers of the legislae 
tion include Paul Burns, legise 
lative counsel for Mayor Cole 
lins; the Massachusetts Library 
Association, the Massachusetts 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
and others. 


-| today, 
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ment” 
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By a Staff Writer of The Christian Science Monitor LE 


Library officials cheered ihe 
compromise agreement an- 
nounced yesterday on financing 
of a new state-aid plan for 
public libraries in Massachu- 
setts. 

The compromise report, ex- 
pected to pass the Legislature 
represents. a “tremen- 
encouraging develop- 
for. all public libraries 
of Massachusetts, said Francis 


dously 


|X. Maloney, assistant director, 


Boston Public Library. 
The bill would make possible 


ja statewide sharing of library 


resources, he said. 

The conference - committee 
compromise cleared up an im- 
passe that had developed when 
the Senate wanted the $1,768,- 


000 in aid to come from income | 
taxes and the House voted to 


have it come from the general 
fund, 

Under the compromise, $1,- 
000,000 would come from in- 
come-tax receipts and $768,000 
from the _ general fund, The 


$1,000,000 would be distributed 


at the rate of 25 cents ‘per o. 
in the first year, with the gen= 
eral-fund allotment...going . te 
regional] centers, 

About $600,000 of the general- 
fund allotment would. go to the 
Boston Public Library for estabe 
lishment. of a regional center 
there. Another center would be 
established in Springfield for the 
western part of the state. Later 
three other centers would be 
established in other regions of 
| the state. 

Plans call for growth of the 
library-aid plan to $2,650,000 a 
year at the end of four years, 
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‘Much-needed state aid for 
{municipal. libraries is headed 
{for an approving nod from the 
‘| Massachusetts Senate Committee 


on Ways and Means, but only 
on the basis that the cost would 
be met out of the municipal 
share of state income tax reve- 
| nues. 

‘| Senator John E.-Powers (D) 
-|of Boston, president of the Sen- 
_|ate, disclosed this plan today. 
The House-passed bill for state 
*|aid to local libraries has been 
in the hands of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means since 
June 1. — 

Backed by librarians from all 
over the state, the state aid bill 
was filed by Representative 
Sumner Z. Kaplan (D) of Brook- 
line for the Massachusetts Li- 
‘|brary Association. — 

; Cost Objection 
However, Senator Powers and 
others have contended the state 
could not afford the cost. 

As a result, Senator Powers 
disclosed that the Senate Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means pro- 
poses to amend the measure to 
i have the cost met from the mu- 
 ieipal share of the state in- 
come tax. 

Under such a plan no new ad- 

ditional revenue would go to 
the cities and towns as a whole, 
because the cost of state library 
aid would come out of funds 
already ticketed for municipali- 
‘| ties. 
, However, it would reshuffle 
_the load among the communi- 
ties because state aid to libraries 
would be on a different basis 
than that by which. the munici- 
pal share, of state income tax 
revenues is allotted: to the vari- 
ous cities and. towns. 

Device Not New 
Tapping the municipal «share 
of state income tax revenues 
|to meet the cost of state aid 
programs is not new. In fact 
ithe cost of the school building 
| assistance program under which 
the state helps pay the cost of 
| local school construction is met 
directly from the municipal 
| share of the state income tax. 
: Whether or not the Senate 
will go along with the library 
aid plan, as being rewritten by 
the Senate Committee on Ways 
_and Means, is undetermined at 
| this time. 

That the state would be giving 
peewee Ce ee 


By Edgar M. Mills 
_ New England Political Editor of The Christian Sc 


| State Aid Shaped 
| For City Libra 


(af be 


to the cities and towns, in sta‘ 
aid, money which they woul 
have been entitled to anywa: 
although in differing proportior 
affecting specific communitie 
probably will be pointed out: k 
library aid advocates who fe 


‘new state money should be give 


~~ 
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to the cities and towns for th 
purpose. . 

But the device being propose 
is a way to proffer state ai 
without affecting the © stai 
budget. 

_ Nield Expands 

What makes the proposed prc 
gram at all feasible is the fa 
that the annual yield of tt 
state income tax has been e> 
panding rapidly in the past fe 
years. The increased revent 
without increased rates is dt 


partly to the expanding econom 


and partly to the new withholc 
ing system, which has close 
Joopholes through which man 
axpayers had been escaping tk 
state income tax. 

Thus, the cities and towns, : 
well as the state, are getting ir 
creased revenues from the stai 
income tax for all purposes, de 
spite the fact that the municip: 
share has been tapped for var. 
ous state aid programs. 

Provisions of. the bill, as pres 
ently written, include: 

1. All towns with popul 
tions under 2,000 would receiv 
matching funds, equal to loc: 
library appropriations, up { 
but not exceeding $500.. 

2“ Municipalities of 2,000 « 
more population would be give 
a 25-cent per capita annu: 
grant, provided the communit 
is appropriating at-least $5C 
for library services. 


Cost Estimated 

3. The State Board of L 
brary Commissioners would e: 
tablish certain large libraries : 
“regional centers for reference 
and research.” A maximum 
five such centers would be s 
up, with a maximum of tw 
in any one fiscal year. 

For these “regional centers, 
a state grant of up to 25 cen( 
per capita would be paid an 
nually for each resident in th 
regional area for which the re 
gional library system is estak 
lished. 

Backers of the state. aid sys 
tem estimated that in the fir; 
year the cost would be $1,850, 
000, increasing gradually to $2, 
650,000 in the fourth and suc 
ceeding years. 
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Globe Man’s Daily Story 
oe During his six years as Army Chief of 
- Staff, Gen George C, Marshall recommended 


3 World War II enced, he had to demote 800 
*— to their. permanent lower rank. 
p 7 He approached this task with no little re- 
* Juctance, = 
; “You're still ‘ahead of the game,” said an 
aide. “You made 1600 friends. 4 

“I figure I broke even,” said ‘Marshall. ia 
' made at iriends and 800 enemies.” 
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The tax-supported municipal public 
 Jibrary of today is an American insti- 
: _ tution and Massachusetts, of course, was 

a pioneer. It is not too much of an ex- 
- De eilion to say simply that it is a 
_ Bay State device that is still moving 
_ around the world. Abroad, generally 


tM A iss al cr phi 


. served the public before the American 
“example won popularity. Today, how- 
. ever, Massachusetts’ library statistics 


_ other leading states. . 

Fourteen of the Bay State’s 361 cities 

and towns have no library at all. Of 
the 347 that do, only 73 spend as much 


» as $3 a year per person for library 
» expenses. Almost half the libraries in 
‘ the state do not meet the minimal 
requirements of the Massachusetts 

- Library Association. An _ estimated 
3 million persons or 63 percent of the 

- population live in areas that contribute 


local library. 
These are embarrassing statistics for 
- a state with the financial strength of 
_- Massachusetts and some pride in its 
tradition of learning. 
* ok x 


A bill now in the House Ways and 


Means Committee would go far toward 
-. remedying this. It would give grants- 
- in-aid to municipalities, linked to the 
~~ amount of money they spend, thus in- 
ducing them to upgrade their libraries. 
The Massachusetts bill would provide 
_ only about a third of $6 million in aid 
_ New York State now gives its town 
- libraries. But better, it would set up 
~ regions in which the library card from 
“. one community’ would be good in an- 
- other, thus giving more people more 
* access to more books, records, films and 
_ magazines. 
Local real estate taxes can no longer 
- keep up with the demands being made 
_ upon libraries because of the increased 
number of young people in school, adult 
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WEDNESDAY, 


“© 4600 officers for the rank of general. When. 


_ speaking, privately endowed libraries. 


-* will not bear too close comparison with © 
. Additional financial aid will help offset 


less than $3 per person per year to the 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

Morning Evening Sunday 
Per Per Per Per Per Pe 
Me) Sc MOS ee) MON ae 
Boston Postal Zone 1.75 21.00 1.75 21.00 1.25 15.( 
New eae States 1.40 16.80 1.40 16.80 1.25 15.4 

Wiad pomertone’ 178. 21,00 175 at i 
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The Associated Press is entitled exclusiv to th 
use for republication of all local news bo ge x 
this newspaper. 


pe OUR HARASSED LIBRARIES 


education courses, and the proliferation 
of knowledge and publications. Mu- 
nicipal libraries, along with all other 
libraries, face an additional annoyance 
tnat may grow to a rocking expense. 
By 1980, -it is estimated, about 40 per- 
cent of the books ‘published between 
1900 and 1949 will have to be removed 
from library shelves because of brittle 
pages. Acidity in the woodpulp is given 
as the cause; but whatever the cause, 
the libraries must cope with the effects. 


this burden of deterioration. 

The bill offered by Rep. Sumner 
Kaplan for the Massachusetts Library 
Association deserves the support of a 
thoughtful Legislature. 


* * #€ 


The bill also would help relieve the 
financial pressure on the Boston Public 
Library which has been subject to un- 
warranted attack by city councilors. 
This unique institution, the only public 
library in the state that qualifies as a 
research library as well as a service 
library, has extraordinary expenses 
associated with its scholarly obligations. 
This is not too well understood by 
some men in public life who should 
understand. 

This week director Milton Lord came 
under criticism for going to Italy last 
year at the request of Mayor Hynes to 
establish exhibits in the celebrated 
cultural exchange between the city of 
Rome and Boston, one of the happiest 
Italian-American collaborations in dec- 
ades. Such cultural exchanges are a 
necessity occasionally and are expected 
of an institution of such fame as the 
Boston Public Library. 

The central problem should not be 
obscured by such insensitive political 
attacks. The Boston Public Library and 
all the libraries in the state need the bill 
now before the Legislature. 


UNCLE DUDLEY 


oul ware ei ie 


aa ‘tee OF pm i aM { 
: ‘ aot ) - 
+ vw pn ee vo 7 ay 
a ie we 
nF sy pe 4 wet My He 
YURI: bien Spee 
Bah i ey 4 nF ise 
Ae me Y ot 
\ v1 
cin 
i aU ae. | a A : 
i Pak My Pee os ends 
by ig ih eat 1 “ shut 4 _ 
Aye Deas 
“a an 
; 1A 00> derpadagia te Soe 
; ere Tote, 
ea atik i 
A? MG 
he ¥ 
¢ 7 - 
= ‘ A, 
¥ _ . 
v 
Ay) La ru hy, 


ij ‘yy? y 4 


Localities Would Receive Funds 


State House Roundup 


*. Gov. Foster Furcolo is back- 
ing legislation to provide state 
aid to local libraries. . 

' Pending before the House 
Committee on Ways and Means 
is legislation to provide a sys- 
tem of state aid. It was filed by 
the Massachusetts Library As- 
sociation. 

Under it the state would give 
to each community of less than 
2,000 population which appropri- 
ates at least $500 for library 
service a grant up to $500 a year. 
To communities of 2,000 or more 
population the grant would be 
up to 25 cents per resident, pro- 
vided the community is appro- 


Vie 


acks Library Proposal 


priating at least $500 a year for; burdens on local communities 


library service. 

Those communities appropri- 
ating less than $500 would re- 
ceive a grant matching their li- 
yrary appropriations. 

Regional System 
-In addition, the State Board 


of Library Commissioners would 


and the imperative need to pro- 


vide adequate library services 


for all of the population, J am 
urging the Legislature to enact, 
legislation to give financial and 
technical aid to our libraries.” 

« The measure already has been 
given a favorable report by the 
Legislative Committee State Ad- 


establish a comprehensive sys- | ministration. 


tem of regional public libraries, 


not to exceed five in total. No 
more than two would be: estab- 
lished in any one year. 

The state would appropriate 
annually’ up to 25 cents a resi- 
dent in each regional library 
district as state aid for the dis- 
trict, 


In a special statement the 


Governor said: 
“In view of the heavy financial 
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by Det ayee Pe Reem gage : 

iven by: falapnend! és eee. peretig Nyren, 
Editor, at. Concord Free Public Library 
9/43/60. 


We in Massachusetts must substantially increase 
the attention and support which we give to our public 
library services and to the devoted men and women who 
provide them. Equally with our teachers and sux class- 
rooms, our librarians and libraries are essential to our 
program Of public education; and on them depend the oppor- 
tunities of many of us for learning and self-development. 
Furthermore, because of the extraordinary tempo at which 
today our population grows, the frontiers of knowledge widen, 
publications multiply, and adult education courses prolifer- 
ate, the vitality -- indeed the security -~- of our free 
society requires such attention and support. 


In this broad and essential effort what should 
be the role of our State Government? I believe that the 
Commonwealth can and should: (1) continue on an expanded 
basis the services it now renders through the Division of 
Library Extension and Board of Library Commissioners; (2) 
provide direct financial aid, in significant sums and 
on appropriate matching bases, to our localities for 
library purposes, as we have long done for school, highway, 
welfare, and other purposes; and (3) encourage and help 
to make feasible the establishment in our larger cities 
and towns of regional reference and research library faci- 
lities. 


In a word, I am wholeheartedly behind the ob- 


jectives of the pending legislation sponsoved by the Massa- 
chusetts Library Association. 


22 September 1960 
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